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Queensland production
• Around 2 million m3 logs/ann harvested in Qld
• Approximately 1.1 million m3 sawn timber used
• Import approximately 185,000 m3 timber

• Residue (about 50%)• Residue (about 50%)
• 120,000 tonnes to mulch
• Most of remainder to board products, wood 

chips, on site energy. 
• Some burnt to waste
• Minimal amount to landfill
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Timber recycling
• 35,000 m3 of end of life solid timber is recycled
• 50,000 + tonnes used for power generation,
• 270,000 tonnes goes to landfill

• Timber recycling rates lag other sectors – a key • Timber recycling rates lag other sectors – a key 
measurable for sustainability



Insert Title Here
• Insert subhead here



Insert Title Here
• Insert subhead here

Industry Policy
• TQ Timber Waste Policy Statement in 2006
• Significantly improve recycling by 2020
• Support National Timber Product Stewardship 

initiative.
• Preference for solid wood recovery, but energy • Preference for solid wood recovery, but energy 

production is an obvious use of end of life wood
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Queensland Waste Strategy
• Priorities identified in 2007 submission:

1. Assessment of quantity, type and location of 
timber waste, R&D support

2. Assistance to businesses to improve 
recycling, re-use and energy recoveryrecycling, re-use and energy recovery

3. Landfill levy and mandatory disclosure of 
potentially recyclable material

• Supportive of levy if used to address waste and 
improve recycling and re-use.
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Treated Timber Waste
• CCA and many other preservatives (e.g. ACQ, 

Copper Azole) contain chemicals making them 
‘regulated waste’

• Some of these products trip the thresholds of 
‘Higher hazard’ regulated waste = levy of $150‘Higher hazard’ regulated waste = levy of $150

• Potentially serious impact on
• Manufacturers & Recyclers
• Use of timber
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Treated Timber Waste
• Disposal Issues

• Separation on building site
• Differentiating at waste facility
• No alternative disposal methods
• Risk of illegal disposal• Risk of illegal disposal
• Generally only 5% of waste stream

• Treated timber waste from C&D and C&I 
sources will be pre-classified at the basic waste 
levy rate of $35/tonne
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Next Steps
• Queensland Waste Strategy identifies timber as 

a ‘priority waste’

• Possible activities:
• Detailed inventory of wood waste• Detailed inventory of wood waste
• Direct support for businesses to improve 

recycling and reuse
• R&D – treated timber separation 

technologies?

270,000 tonnes x $35/tonne = $9.5M
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Timber Queensland

www.timberqueensland.com.au

Contact:

Ph: (07) 3358 7904

jim@timberqueensland.com.au


